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MEMORANDUM

T Valued STAR Providers

FROM: E| Paso Health
DATE: (1/06/2025
RE: Urgent Changes to COVID for the Pharmacy Benefit

VDP published notices on Aug. 19 and Dec. 5, 2024, regarding COVID-19
changes. These changes were due to the expiration of the federal “Public
Readiness and Emergency Preparedness Act for Medical Countermeasures
Against COVID-19” (PREP Act). VDP received notification on Dec. 13, 2024,
that the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services issued a new
amendment under the current declaration of the PREP Act that will extend
through Dec.2029 selected current amendments facilitating pharmacy access.
This means that the expiration of several flexibilities VDP previously
communicated will no longer occur. Therefore, El Paso Health will discontinue
any changes that would have ended these flexibilities and continue these past
Jan. 1, 2025, through Dec. 31, 2029. These include the following:

¢ Active pharmacists, active supervised pharmacist interns, and active
pharmacy technicians are authorized by the PREP Act to administer
COVID-19 and influenza vaccines for three years and older.

e Active pharmacists are authorized by the PREP Act to order/prescribe
COVID-19 at home tests and COVID-19 therapeutics.

Only the products on the VDP formulary are available for reimbursement to
pharmacies through the pharmacy benefit.

Topic #1: Change to Patient Vaccination Age at Pharmacy
e New Requirements as of Dec. 13, 2024:

o El Paso Health will continue to cover and reimburse through the
pharmacy benefit COVID-19 and influenza vaccines on the VDP
formulary that are administered by active pharmacists, active
supervised pharmacist interns, and active pharmacy technicians
to Medicaid members ages three and up through Dec. 31, 2029.
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Topic #2: Pharmacist Prescribing At-Home COVID-19 Tests and Therapeutics
e New Requirements as of Dec. 13, 2024:

o El Paso Health and the Pharmacy Benefit Manager (Navitus) will
continue coverage of COVID-19 at-home tests and COVID-19
therapeutics that are included on the VDP formulary when
prescribed by a pharmacist through Dec. 31, 2029.

If you have any questions regarding this communication please contact our
Provider Relations team at 915-532-3778 or email us at
ProviderRelationsDG@elpasohealth.com.
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